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ABOUT THE COVER DESIGNED BY

Odishi dancers from Sutra foundation performing  Shraddhananda Moharana
“Jaya Ram” at Khajaraho Dance Festival 2023,

Photo by S Magendran. We are grateful to Datuk DISCLAIMER

Ramli Ibrahim , Sutra Foundation , Kuala Lumpuir,

Malaysia for the photograph The Malaysia Odia Association (MOA) and
Souvenir Publication Team are not responsible

ARTWORK BY for the accuracy and validity of the submitted
content. The ultimate validity of the articles and

Guru Shri Bijaya Kumar Mohapatra any liability rests with the individual author.
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THE MALAYSIA ODIA ASSOCIATION
(MOA)

VISION AND MISSION

The Malaysia Odia Association is an apolitical, non-profit and
voluntary group formed to provide a platform for promoting cultural
and social activities beyond Odisha. This community will cater to
bringing back the Odishan culture and tradition followed in our
homeland. The group came into existence with the support of all the
Odia expatriates working in Malaysia. Currently, we have more than a
hundred families who are residing in Malaysia and working in
different sectors of the work force. Our numbers are rapidly
increasing. Some of the prominent sectors that our Odia brothers
and sisters are currently working in, are ranging from Information
and Communications technology, tertiary education, Insurance,
maritime, Qil and gas, banking, logistics, entrepreneurship, health
care, to food and beverage, etc. We are indeed proud of our
Malaysian existence originating from the same Odishan roots.

The purpose of this association is not only to promote our culture but
also to engage in community service. We are gearing towards
helping the local Odia community as well as those in need back
home in Odisha. Being in its infancy, we are slowly garnering
strength to accomplish our mission.

We would invite all the Odias in Malaysia to register under this
community and become a part of this greater cause.

http://malaysiaodia.org

- (RS EESEEN. Ny UE
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ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Ekamra Mahapatra
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Asst. Secretary Treasurer Asst. Treasurer

Ms. Madhumita Das Mr. Anupa Kumar Patri Mr. Jitu KumarPatra  Mr. Deepak Kumar Mantry
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MESSAGE
FROM EDITORIAL DESK

W

Abhipsa, meaning Ray of/| ‘ form of art

e

including writing, doest ot solve problems but

makes us aware of their existence. It opens our
eyes to see and our brain to imagine. Many
Congratulations to the publication team and the
members of MOC to persist with Abhipsa for yet
another year. Many members have moved out
because of the changes in the professional
assignments and likewise, new members have
moved in. However, the continuity of Abhipsa is

maintained. Truly commendable.

On behalf of the editing team, | thank each and
every one, who has contributed articles, poems
and write-ups for this edition of Abhipsa, in spite
of the your busy schedules. The effort and the

outcome keeps us together, year after year.

g 23g0, dagal | 4

Please take out time to read the contents and
give your valuable feedback, to encourage the

current writers and also the new writers.

Many Congratulations once again and wishing

everyone a very happy DIWALI 2023.
Happy Reading !
With best wishes

Anitesh Pattanayak
Editor
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Abhipsa has always expressed its desire to let the
readers know what is there in the hearts of our
Malaysian Odiya writers. Since the beginning of
Abhipsa’s babyhood, every year we have a series
of writers who have put in their heart, mind and
souls in their writings to keep readers afresh.
Abhipsa has always been a birthplace of
information ,imagination, innovation interaction
and inspiration for many talented friends in our
literary circle. As we embrace the digital age, it
becomes all the more crucial to preserve avenues
for creative expression. Like previous issues , our
contributions range from history, culture,
science, prose, poetry, to spirituality. Besides
talking about scientific facts, , there are a few
fictions, which are very heart touching. This issue
is being led by a piece of prose called Jaya Ram
linking Orissa with Kalinga in a nostalgic way.
There is a cultural article which has brought
Chau Dance back to limelight that very few
people are aware of. We have a few poems
pouring out their Orissan souls in the river of life .
Abhipsa has brought back science with articles

on climate change , unlocking synergy and

decoding numerology for our readersJALe.h@gQ;&..

not left our home makers behind . Their creativity
in the kitchen which keep our taste buds happy
also find a place in Abhipsa to guide our cooking
friendly friends to prepare kandamula poda
pitha, creamy avacado dip , tom yam soup,
phulokabi khata, begun poda and besan dal . We
have not missed out our silent artists who have
made us proud with their paintings. | take this
opportunity to thank all our passionate writers,
software scientists , poets, homemakers, and
artists who have contributed to our literary
venture and have become a part of this
Abhipsa’s lifeline. | am sure, Abhipsa will continue

to be a mirror for our Malaysian Odiyas forever.
Happy Reading !

With best wishes <;

Pradip Mishra
Editor
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MESSAGE

FROM PRESIDENT

Namaskar,
Wishing you all a joyful Deepavali!

We are thrilled to announce the joyous celebration of the publication of the 5th edition of
Abhipsa, our cherished house organ of MOA filled with enriching articles. A heartfelt thank
you to the editorial board, dedicated writers, and everyone involved in making this edition a

delight for our readers.

As we reflect on the passing year, | extend my congratulations to each member for

contributing to another remarkable year at Malaysia Odia Association.

Throughout the year, we organized diverse events to ensure Malaysia remains a home away
from home for all of us. Utkal Dibasa and Raja Mauja were celebrated with great enthusiasm.
Our grand Ganesh puja and the delectable culinary delights showcased during the Raja

Mauja food festival added to the festive spirit.

In a spirit of giving back, MOA collaborated with Cahaya Kasih Bestari, an orphanage in Kuala

Lumpur, contributing to a charitable cause.

Highlighting the cultural aspect, we were treated to an enthralling performance by a Chhau
troupe led by Padmashree Guru Shashadhar Acharya. Hosting academicians and enthusiasts
from India further strengthened our cultural ties.

As we embark on another year, may it be even more prosperous and vibrant for all of us.

Jai Jagannath!!

Warm regards,

Ekamra Mahapatra

President

—————
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MESSAGE

FROM VICE PRESIDENT & SECRETARY

As we dive into the latest issue of Abhipsa, we are
excited to bring you an engaging and informative
journey through the realms of our cultural
magazine. With a passion for our cultural

heritage, we have carefully curated this edition to

captivate your interests and inspire your curiosity.

Abhipsa, is committed to deliver fresh insights,
expert perspectives, and captivating stories that

refresh our memories.

This magazine has provided a platform for

umerous aspiring talents to convey their

ings through various artistic mediums.
a has united us like never before, fostering

ation and promotion of Odisha's rich

the dedicated editorial

team for their hard work

I - S my(.’ra FELI

array of voices from our writers.

| wish all success to the editorial team and

support them in their endeavours.

¢ Q<¢>€>«

Warm regards,

Snigdha Misra

Vice President
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Raghubar Das RAJ BHAVAN
Governor, Odisha BHUBANESWAR-751008
Nov. 09, 2023

MESSAGE

| am glad to know that Malaysia Odia Association is celebrating Diwali on
18" November, 2023 and an annual souvenir namely "ABHIPSA" is being
published to commemorate the occasion.

Odisha is a divine land. It is not defined by geography. The essences of
Odisha culture is all embracing. This should spread far and wide for a better
liveable and lovable planet.

| wish the celebration all success and extend my Diwali greetings to one

g

(Raghubar Das)

and all.

Tel.: 91-674-2536111 / 2536222, Fax : 91-674-2536582, E-mail : govodisha@nic.in, Website : www.rajbhavanodisha.gov.in

A
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LOKASEVA BHAVAN
BHUBANESWAR

NAVEEN PATNAIK
CHIEF MINISTER, ODISHA

[

MESSAGE

[ am glad to know that the Malaysia Odia Association is
celebrating Diwali festival on November 18, 2023 at Kuala
Lumpur and also bringing out its annual souvenir ‘Abhipsa’ in

commemoration.

The Odia community in Malaysia is a vibrant community
with significant achievements in diverse fields. Both India and
Malaysia exhibit amazing cultural diversity. The Odia
Diaspora in Malaysia has been immensely contributing to the
enrichment of both the cultures and heritage. Diwali is the
festival of light— the light of knowledge that removes the
darkness of ignorance. I am sure the festival will bring peace,

prosperity and happiness for all.

[ extend my warm greetings to the members of Malaysia
Odia Association on the occasion of Diwali and wish the
celebration a grand success.

~ e 2 4

—

( NAVEEN PATNAIK )

| Office : 0674-2531100,2531500,2535100 (Fax)

Fhone: | Residence 0674-2591099, 2590299, 2590833 (Fax)

c-mail : cmo@nic.in | twitter : twitter.com/CMO Odisha | Facebook : facehook.com/CMO.Odisha
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HIGH COMMISSIONER OF INDIA
KUALA LUMPUR

Message

I am delighted to learn that the Malaysia Odia Association (MOA) is
embarking on the publication of 5th edition of their annual Souvenir
"Abhipsa."

2. The members of the Malaysia Odia Association have demonstrated
their enthusiasm in celebrating the rich culture and heritage of Odisha,
as well as the traditions of India. Their activities serve as a bridge
connecting the splendid traditions and cultures of both India and
Malaysia.

3. Iam pleased that MOA has been collaborating with Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Indian Cultural Centre (NSCBICC) in organizing cultural
events to celebrate our diverse cultural heritage. This year, the High
Commission, in conjunction with MOA, had the privilege of hosting
accomplished Chau dance exponents who participated in Living Arts
Culture Festival, 2023 and also delivered captivating performances in
various NSCBICC events in Malaysia. | commend the untiring dedication
and hard work of the team that contributed to the success of these events.

4. 1 extend my sincere appreciation to Mr. Ekamra Mahapatra,
President of the Malaysia Odia Association (MOA), all the esteemed
members of the editorial board of Abhipsa 2023 and to all the writers who
have contributed in this publication. This initiative plays an important
role in promoting and preserving the rich heritage of Odisha.

5.  On this joyous occasion of Deepavali, I extend my best wishes for

the successful launch of Abhipsa 2023. I encourage greater involvement
from the Malaysia Odia Association (MOA) in the continued strengthening

of Odia culture in Malaysia.
Rt i
(B.N. Reddy)

Level 1, WISMA HRIH Lotus, 422 Jalan Pahang, Setapak, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: (00-603) 4025 3366

E-Mail: hc.ki@mea.gov.in Website: www.hcikl.gov.in a
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA
OSAKA - KOBE (JAPAN)
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Consul General

Message

| send my compliments to the members of the Odia community in
Malaysia for the persistence in bringing out the journal ‘Abhipsa’
again this year. You have chosen to encourage your members to
write in the age of insta and TikTok reels. That’s truly audacious. |
remain hopeful that the journal will keep finding wider readership in
Malaysia, Odisha and beyond.

Many threads of friendship still keep me tied to Malaysia and | keep
following news from there. | am particularly glad to note that the
Odia community in Malaysia has expanded in size; so has its range
of socio-cultural activities. The Diaspora is a great asset for any
country or society. Ilts conduct and attributes build a vicarious
image in the mindscape of the society they live in about the country
they hail from. It builds bonds between the two societies. In that
sense, being a member of the Diaspora is also an important
responsibility.

Having seen glimpses of creative brilliance in past editions of the
journal, | am keenly looking forward to its next issue, and | wish you

all the very best for your future socio-cultural endeavors.

(N|kh|!esh G|r|

Osaka, 7 November 2023

Semba 1.S. Building, 9-26 Kyutaromachi, 1-Chome, Chuo-Ku, Osaka 541-0056, Japan Tel: 06-6261-7299/9299, Fax: 06-6261-7799

B ., N —
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JAYA RAM -
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WHEN KALINGA MEETS MALAYSIA

BY PADMA SHRI RAMLI IBRAHIM

Whenever organisers requested us to perform an
odissi production themed on Lord Rama, we
realised that we had a limited odissi repertoire
related to the Ramayana.

| remembered, too, that our advisor, the late Dr
Dinanath Pathy,
inspiration at the folk theatres of Ram Leela and

suggested we looked for

Ram Natakam of South Odisha, the epicentre of
culture for Kalinga-Odisha. This was in fact, one of
the last biddings of the late Dr Dinanath Pathy
and for both Guru Gajendra Panda and |, it was an
ever present desire to fulfil.

Post Covid, opportunities came for me to
experience these performances of Ramayana
with Gajendra during the auspicious month of
Ram Navami (Lord Rama’s birthday) in April 2022,
when performances dedicated to Lord Rama
were staged in several villages of South Odisha.

Just as GANJAM, our previously successful
production premiered at Istana Budaya, Kuala
Lumpur (2015), had infused folk elements of
Prahalad Natakam and Daskathia of South
Odisha, so would Jaya Ram attempt a similar
creative assimilation of the folk genres of Ram
Leela and Rama Natakam. GANJAM, mesmerised
Konark Dance Festival, Odisha (2017) with the

vibrancy of its underlying elements of folk genres.

Both GANJAM and Jaya Ram demonstrate the
‘Tridhara’ philosophy of our pioneer odissi
mentor, the late Debaprasad Das, of infusing
suitable indigenous folk and tribal music and
dance elements into the classical odissi form. The
three streams of classical, folk and tribal should
find themselves connected with one another,
symbiotically and existentially, prevailing in a
dynamic, integrated cultural eco-system. Ideally,

— e

the system’s reason d'etre should be sustained by
these three living streams engaging, conversing
and feeding off from one another, thus, enriching

the eco-system.

After several research trips to South Odisha
followed by enthusiastic conceptual discussions,
the next step would be to consult respected
music scholars. Pandit Gopal Chandra Panda
worked with Gajendra to develop further the
chosen ragas/melodies of Ram Leela and Rama
Natakam to suit the traditional odissi repertoire.
For the rhythm segments the input of mardal
specialist, Guru Satchidananda was needed. Both
gurus are maestros of Odissi Music in their own
right. Jaya Ram, in addition, although inspired by
Ram Leela and Ram Natakam genres, bears also
the styles, words and nuances of many other
Ganjam’s folk repertoires.

Events, then, came to pass at rather incredible
pace. When Sutra’s projected contemporary
production ‘Fabricated’ had to be shelved due to
funding snag, it seemed predestined that Jaya
Ram was pushed to the fore as we had already
done the main research for this odissi production.

After knowing the direction of music, Guru
Gajendra and | agreed that the choreography of
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Jaya Ram should not take the path of a dance
drama or traditional Jatra, but that of a classical
odissi repertory.

Having consolidated generally the main direction
of both melodies and rhythmic areas of the
repertoire, Gajendra came several times to
Malaysia and both of us worked vigorously and
systematically with Sutra Dancers to achieve,
unified the

stylistically, a approach to

composition of each repertoire.

Materials and costumes were chosen and
coordinated. Lighting was designed by Sivarajah
Natarajan, our experienced technical director.
Sutra embarked on a well strategised marketing
and promotional plan, not just to stage Jaya Ram
in Kuala Lumpur, but also to tour major cities of
Malaysia.

Finally distinguished musicians from Odisha
came to Malaysia for the final consolidation of the
choreography and music and, of course, to
perform with the dancers for the world premiere
Jaya Ram.

On 22 September 2022, Jaya Ram was premiered
a sell-out one-week season at the Kuala Lumpur
Performing Arts Centre (KLPAC) to a mixed-race
audience of Malaysia’s dance aficionados.
Significantly, this Malaysia-India collaboration of
(Malaysia) and Tridhara
(Odisha) marked the 65th year of diplomatic

relation between Malaysia and India.

Sutra Foundation

The rest is history. Subsequently, Jaya Ram
created impact when it was performed in three of
India’s major dance festivals. Jaya Ram opened
the KONARK Festival in Odisha (1 Dec, 2022) and
was the feature closing performance of the DELHI
INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL (29 & 30 Dec,
2022). Jaya Ram was also staged at the famous
KHAJURAHO FESTIVAL (Madhya Pradesh, 23

Ramli Ibrahim with the magnificent wooden mask of
Ravana, Anjira, June 2022, Photo by Kishore Sahoo

February, 2023) where it was performed to a full
house for the G20 delegates. Following that Jaya
Ram was staged at The Esplanade in Singapore
(April 28, 2023) and soon,
Nagahama, Japan (20 & 26 Oct, 2023).

in Osaka and

Jaya Ram is a unique collaborative piece,

conceived from a symbiotic merging of
unforgettable experiences, knowledge-sharing,
institutions,  Sutra
Foundation (Datuk Ramli Ibrahim) and Tridhara

(Guru Gajendra Panda) which was inspired by the

between two dance

creative of an artist-scholar, the late Dr Dinanath
Pathy. It must be remembered that Dr Dinanath
had been the visualiser of the Kalinga-Bali Jatra
(1992) mooted by the then Chief Minister, the late
Biju Patnaik.

Indeed, Jaya Ram is a contemporary Jatra which is
a continuation of centuries old
Kalinga-Odisha.

legacy of

—



AN INTRODUCTION OF

SERAIKELLA CHHAU DANCE
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BY PADMA SHRI SHASHADHAR ACHARYA

Singhbhum - an area that finds reference in the

Puranas as a part of the ancient region of Utkal is
now in eastern India. Seraikella, from where the
unique maksed dance form of Seraikella Chhau
originates is a part of this region. An energetic
and spirited dance, this evolved from martial art
techniques that were earlier practiced in this
region by soldiers in the royal army. The
etymology of the word chhau, itself explains the
nature of this art form. This word traces its origin
to the Sanskrit word Chhaya which means
shadow. The

compositions arc mostly abstract and are steeped

thematic contents of the

in symbolism.

Parikhanda, a system of exercises practiced by the
soldiers became more stylized, both in their
physical and aesthetic sensibilities. Pharikhanda
literally means shield and sword and till the

present day the basic techniques are practiced

——— e

holding a sword and shield. Chhau is different
from other Indian classical dance forms primarily
in its treatment of space and in its method of
communication emotions. The dancer executes
movements that thrust the body upwards away
from gravity: spiral turns executed in the air,
jumps and extended leg movements carry the
dancer through choreographic patterns that

traverse the performing space.

The second unique feature of Seraikella Chhau is
the complete absence of Vachikabhinya by
means of vocal support and Mukhabhinaya, as
the face is completely concealed by the mask.
Thus the emoting is done kinesthetically through
body movements. Mukhota or masks are an
integral part of this dance style and the art of
mask making is itself highly evolved. There are
traditional families that specialize in this art, work

together with choreographers and dancers add
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only after detailed study of the characters create
the masks. A mask depicts only the essence of a
particular character but in combination with the
movements of the dancer the mask becomes
extremely animated. Every move of the body, the
tilt of the face imparts to the mask a whole range
of expressions. When worn, the masks lead the
dancer through a series of meditative
experiences. Breathing through the masks there
is a total negation of the self and a complete
transformation into the character depicted. This

overwhelming feeling makes it an extraordinary

experience for both the dancer and the spectator.

The themes of the compositions are inspired
from nature, mythology and even history. The
rhythmic accompaniment is provided by
traditional drums like Nagada, a huge kettle drum

and Dhol, a cylindrical drum. The melody is

provided by the Shehnai, reed pipes and bansuri,
a bamboo flute. The compositions are classical,
based on ragas that enhance the mood of the
character. Contributions from the rulers of
Seraikella, greatly helped in the evolution of
Chhau and transformed it in to a sophisticated
theatre art-form. In the present day, even though
it is performed all over the world and highly
regarded by both the fields if theatre and dance,
Seraikella Chhau is intimately associated with the
culture of this region. Every year in the spring
people of Seraikella celebrate the Chaitra-Parva
and through dance evoke the blessings of Kali,
the mother goddess and Ardhnarishwar, a

manifestation of Lord Shiva representing the

male-female duality inherent in nature.

Padma Shri Shashadhar Acharya
Padma Shri Shashadhar Acharya is a Chhau dance exponent from Saraikela,

Jharkhand, India. In 2020, he received the Padma Shri honour from the Government
of India for his contribution in the field of Arts.
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Gurgling and murmuring, twisting and turning_'- < N

The stream tumbles down.
Down the snowy Hims lay
Writhing
Stopping oment,

st the verd

To take in the heavenly beal
And sway to the music a‘\“
Who have just sipped the
And then admiring the tall'de '

Rising high and higher in the hop ouds.
Then it moves past, stealing one la:

At the multi-coloured flowers emanating their fragrance to evér)_(;nook.

; o 8
Here comes the gigantic fall, B 0

The stream braces itself, breaks its lull
To hurtle down the huge boulders,
And join the cess pool below 4
Where the tourists flock to gaze at nature';s'“
The children enjoy the frothing waters
Before they get distracted by the sweetmeat seller:
Yonder sits the ageless sadhu -
Enjoying his tobacco, contemplating his journey towards moksha
. "‘ﬁr.-‘i\ 8 b P
stream rushes ahead, »

Vel

- : e
oelled by the speed of mult ——
A definite restlessness, a tinge of anxiety exists | SN

For the stream now yearns to meet the mighty rive

Just like the soldier longing to go home

ﬁﬁ-ﬂq

To catch a glimpse of his veiled beloved as she comes near..

The plains approach, the stream slackens itspace

Excitement mounts, the journey is approaching an end.

The stream takes a breath before the bend \ 4
And, reminding one of a baby stumbling forth to meet its mother ‘

The stream leaps and bounds to embrace the river.
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BAGHA JATIN

BY SAMBIT DASH

Today is the death Anniversary of Bagha Jatin, or
Jatindranath Mukherjee, an Indian freedom
fighter who fought against the British and died at
the young age of 36.

Born in Nadia district in present day Bengal, he
was only 5 when his father died, followed by his
mother’s demise four years later. He was brought
up by his elder sister. From teenage he dabbled in
fighting for freedom against the occupying
British who ruled India with an iron hand. But
Jatin possessed an iron hand using which he
killed a tiger as he was scouring the forests to go
underground and use as launch pad for his anti
government activities. He used a small knife to kill
the tiger but was grievously injured in the
process. It took him days to recover from the
poison of the tiger's claws which caused him
deep, gruesome wounds. After this incident he
was christened by locals as "Bagha" (the tiger
killer) Jatin.

Soon Bagha Jatin would shift his revolutionary
activities to Balasore, a small town in Odisha close
to Bengal border. He, along with his close friends
Chittapriya, Manoranjan and few more formed a
merry band whose fiery spirit led to several
skirmishes with the British using arms and
ammunition. In order to run their organization
they needed money and hence looted rich
Zamindars (feudal lords) of the time, most of
whom sided with the British. Bagha Jatin gang
would leave a note saying that they are taking the
loot to fight for freedom and will return the
money with interest after independence.

But such a thing never happened. During the
World War |, Bagha and his associates established
contact with German who was seen as enemy's
enemy is a friend as they were fighting the war
with British. The Germans were ready to assist

Sambit Dash

Bagha Jatin's gang with arms and ammunitions.
But the mission failed due to couple of reasons.
First of all, the English ruled India with the
support of the majority of Indians and many of
whom were eager to please and cooperate with
their occupiers for a price or privilege. Secondly,
British had created a strong network of spies and
informants and could smell any mutiny or
revolutionary activities from miles.

Based on the information, the British Military
Police closed in on Bagha Jatin and his gang

inside the deep forests surrounding
Budhabalanga River near Balasore. Though
thorougly outnumbered, outgunned and

outmaneuvered, Bagha and his associates fought
bravely for few hours before most of them were
gunned down or captured.

Bagha Jatin was seriously injured in the ensuing
gun fight. He was taken to a local hospital and
treated by a British doctor. When he came to his
senses he refused to get treated by an
Englishman and threw away his bandages. He
continued to bleed and died on September 10,
1915, exactly 108 years ago. Long live martyr
Bagha Jatin. My tribute to one our many unsung
heroes.

Sambit Dash is an Odia technocrat staying in USA.
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MY ROLLER COASTER OF EMOTIONS!

BY JOYDEEP BEHERA

It was time for me to witness the wonder, belle,

and beauty of Thailand as it holds numerous
action-packed amusement parks, balmy beaches
and homes of over 285 species of mammals. We
arrived for a rollercoaster to the depths of
Thailand as | dreamt about the rousing feeling on
the aeroplane. But first of all, | had to get my lazy
butt off the bed before | could do anything.
Without ease, | opened my fatigued, sapped eyes,
before my mum made me too. This lively and
spirited feeling of waking up at 2 am to go to the
airport enthralled me to wake even faster but at
the same time, there was this negative feeling
that kept on knocking me out, back to sleep. In
the end, | think | had to put over 20 alarms to
wake up. Slowly and leisurely, | brushed my teeth,
got dressed, packed my bag and was ready to fly
high up in the sandstone-coloured sky. After a
long time of shouting, arguing and perplexed
minds, my family and | were straight on the road
towards the welcoming Airport of Muscat. Time

—— e

board the plane. At that moment, my bones and
muscles were frozen, like ice, due to my lack of
sleep but at the same time, | could feel my mellow
blood run through my body, filling each muscle
joint with a blazing amount of energy. While |
boarded the plane, | daydreamed about Thailand
in its glory.

6 hours and 30 mins later

Eventually, The plane landed on the charcoal, inky
tarmac as the glistening moon bestowed its
clement rays on my frigid skin through the glacial,
bitter window. Although, the landing was so
boisterous that it almost felt as if we got clattered
and bashed by this immense earthquake. My
family and | had landed, from the lacy white
clouds, at the Suryabumi Airport in Bangkok,
where it stores an abundance of planes, including

the one we were on. Everyone was relieved as we
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had violent turbulence at the colossal airport. As |
stepped on the jet-black tarmac, | could feel the
infuriating pain in my bones as they unjumble
like tight chains. Tired, exhausted and weary, we
absconded off the tedious plane ride that lasted
over 5 hours. But later, Another 2 hours of
immigration, baggage check and booking. My
sister and | were filled with excitement, jubilation
and joy as my family and | departed from the
airport to the nightlife in Bangkok. As we stepped
outside of the luxurious, adventure-filled airport,
| could see and hear a plethora of people just
waiting for me as if | was the most admired singer
in the world. Unfortunately, my sister eradicated
my mood by provoking me.” Those people aren’t
waiting for you, they are waiting for me.” she
whispered into my ear as she chuckled and
taunted me. Although I ignored it and continued
pacing towards the car like a piqued car. The inky,
sooty night sky was engulfed by these ponderous
metallic grey clouds as each breath | took was
filled with water, it is almost as if | am drinking the
air. The drive to our hotel was immensely
peaceful and pleasant as if no one else was
driving on the highway, other than us. As we were
getting closer to our hotel, | could see and smell
the street food of Bangkok as the bright, dazzling
neon lights lit up the packed streets that were
filled with vibrant dance floors, exotic stalls and
even cramped-up pubs. It was almost as if my
dream was coming alive! On the other hand, my
sister was fast asleep due to the dearth of sleep
on the atrocious plane ride. Fortunately, my hotel
was sitting on the busiest, bustling street in
Bangkok where the nightlife was most active.
After a placid, serene 30 min ride from the airport,
we had to get out of the car quickly due to the
numerous people walking and partying their
lives out. The amount of neon, lively light stunned
my debilitated, strained eyes. Not only that but
my ears were assaulted by a cacophony of bass

music from the invigorating nightclubs. The

immense vibrations, from the music, caused an
earthquake bigger than an active volcano. After
reaching the opulent hotel foyer, | had to ditch
the succulent street food and thriving clubs as my
eyes started to sleep. Since that moment | forgot

everything due to the absence of sleep.

Following the next day, | awoke with hefty
eyelids, while the sounds of my parents and sister
roared at me to get up. "JOY, JOY, JOY get up
before the taxi outside deserts us! "my sister
yelled. As snappy as lighting, | leapt up to my bed
like a gymnast and dressed up before more
trouble came to me for being delinquent. At that
instant, my reaction surpassed the speed of light.
As 2 siblings, we quickly vaulted into the cars like
demented monkeys, while my parents calmly sat
down in the car. Afterwards, we commenced our
trip to the amusement park. As always, my sister
lashed out her phone and earphones to listen to
music, while | admire and cherish the towering,
godlike, skyscrapers and the historic monuments
in Bangkok. The voyage was lengthy as it lasted
for 1 hour, but all of it was worth it as we got to
sightsee Bangkok's inner beauty such as Wat Pho,
Wat Arun and the Grand Palace. Gradually, the car
stopped at the resounding, kaleidoscopic entry
of the Dream World(the amusement park). As my
sister and | were awe stricken, we noticed our
parents were busy taking photographs of our

goofy faces.

Stepping into the vibrant realm of the theme
park, | was instantly engulfed in a symphony of
sights, sounds, and sensations that whisked me
away from the ordinary. The air was charged with
an electric anticipation, as laughter and joyful
screams harmonized with the lively melodies of
carousel music and distant roller coaster roars.
Everywhere | looked, a kaleidoscope of colors
danced before my eyes - candy-hued stalls

offering treats, whimsical characters mingling

Y - W—
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attractions that seemed to defy gravity. The sun

wide-eyed children, towering
painted the sky with strokes of azure, casting a
warm glow over the bustling crowds. With each
step, | embarked on a new adventure — plunging
heart-pounding drops, whirling in dizzying spins,
and soaring to breathtaking heights. As the day

unfolded, | tasted cotton candy sweetness, felt

Joydeep Behera

year11, Garden International School
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MY FIRST FRIEND
BY PRATYUSHA PADHIARI

On the first day of school,
| met someone very cool.
She had a warm smile,
And a very nice style.

She is very smart,

And very good at art.

She is very strong,

And we always get along.
She is very kind,

And she always helps me when I'm in a bind.
She is a good friend,

And | know that friendship will never end.

Pratyusha Padhiari
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the rush of wind against my face, and shared

infectious laughter with my sister and my parents.

In this enchanting haven, time seemed to blur,
creating a treasure trove of memories that |
would carry with me long after the final day in
Thailand as the triumphant cheers had faded into
the twilight.

.

Pratyusha Padhiari is a Standard 5 student in MAZ International School, Petaling Jaya,

Kuala Lumpur. She has a passion for poetry, singing and art.
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AASHA, THE ODIA CHANGEMAKER

BY RAJAT KUMAR BARIK

In the land of the Odia’s, in Southwest Odisha,
there is a girl named Aasha. Aasha lives near a
large national park, where there are lions, and big
elephants. Aasha's family keep cattle, sheep and
goats and depend on farming the land for food

for their animals. Aasha goes to school and helps

her family care for the animals when she is home.

One very hot day, Aasha finds her mother crying.
“Our crops have been very bad this year,”she says.

“Now our goats and sheep’s might die”

At school, Aasha asks her teacher why there has
been so little rain this year. “We have had many
days without rain,” says her teacher. “When we
have no rain, plants cannot grow. Without plants
to eat and water to drink, our animals die”
Everyone in the class is quiet. They are worried for

their families, their animals, and their community.

On that day, at the school library, Aasha searches
for information about rain. What she learns is

difficult to digest. The whole world is getting

—



hotter, and there is also less rain. She learns a
new term called: “Climate Change!” Cars, buses,
airplanes are making the air dirty. Trees are being
cut down and the land and the trees are used to
make buildings. And all the trash is buried in the
ground. All these things are combinedly harming

nature.

For the whole day Aasha feels sad. What can just
one girl do to help the whole world? Aasha
decides to talk to her teacher about what she has
learned. “It is a big problem for the earth,” her
teacher explains. “But there are some things we
can do to help, like planting trees to make nature

stronger.”

As Aasha walks home, it is hot, and she stops to
drink from her water bottle. She can't stop
thinking about the lack of rain, and how she can
help her community. Then she has an idea. “I've
learned so much about climate change,” she
thinks.“It would help if everyone knew about this

problem!”

The next day Aasha asks her teacher to give a
lesson about the world’s changing weather, and
the damage humans are doing to nature. At the
end of the class, Aasha stands up. She asks
everyone in her class to go home and teach their
parents about what they have learned. In just a
few days, everyone is talking about how peoples

are harming nature.

One fine day, all the elders of the village hold a
meeting to talk with Aasha about what can be

done to help nature. The problem they are facing

Rajat Barik
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is so big. And most of the harm to nature is
happening in big cities, far away from their
community. “Let’s write a letter to the President of
Odisha,” one elder says.“He needs to know that we
cannot live with no rain. Then maybe he will make

changes to our laws to stop harming nature.”

Aasha takes the letter and shares it with her
classmates. Each of them asks their families to
sign their name at the bottom to show their

support.

At Delhi, the President reads the letter from the
Odiya community. He has had many other letters,
from other parts of the country.“l need to help
Odia’s protect nature,” he thinks. In the Odiya
community, everyone agrees to plant a tree
outside their home. Aasha and her mother dig the

hole together and put the seedlings in the soil.

At Aasha’s school, the head teacher talks to all the
students. Teacher asks Aasha to stand at the front.
“Protecting the environment is a big job and
everyone in the world has to help.” The principal
says, “And we would like to thank Aasha
especially, for helping us learn and make a
change. Imagine if we all helped our community,
it will be healthier planet to live for all living

beings.”

Aasha is so happy. Let’s spread the word : “We
won't have a society if we destroy the

environment.”

Rajat Kumar Barik is an Information Technology professional residing in Kuala Lumpur

alongside his family. Notably, he is an ardent cricket enthusiast and serves as the

captain of the Utkal Cricket Club in Kuala Lumpur.
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THE DOOR
BY RIAN ALANG

| pushed open the creaking door and it made a
sound as loud as thunder. The door had splinters
of wood coming out on its top and bottom. It had
square carvings on it giving it an old, antique
look.

The unknown was a huge space littered with
broken things on the floor: it was horrible. A
smashed TV, hanging picture frames and kitchen
cabinets left flying in the air. The walls had black
stains on them. Even the couch had millions of
springs popping out of it. Looking at the sights of
this made me shudder. Then something caught
my eye...

It was some kind of a shiny, sparkling emerald
that emitted a moss green light. Unlike other
gems, this one was brutally soft. As soon as |
picked it up, everything started rumbling around
me. | left it immediately expecting it to drop on
the ground. But it stood floating in the air.

The floating gem, as if programmed, moved in
the air. Part of me said not to go after it. But the
curiosity got the better of me and | followed it.
The gem moved swiftly through a series of turns.
When it arrived in front of a mysterious, gigantic
door, it froze like a solid. The emerald was the key
to unlocking the door. | quickly put it in and
entered. Little did | know what would happen
next...

It was a maze! To get to the other side, | had to
solve a series of puzzles. The first few puzzles
were quite easy. “l am going to do this quickly,” |
thought. However, the second last puzzle was
tough. | needed to solve a series of mathematical
equations in order to find the correct sequence,
but that’s not all. The wall surrounding me were

Riaan Alang
Primary 6, Maz International School, 11 years old

going to crush me if | didn't do it fast. Somehow, |
managed to find the correct sequence and
reached the final puzzle.

The last puzzle was even tougher. It was a huge
area surrounded by grass walls. Guarding the exit
was a humongous evil robot. In the centre of that
area, there was a gun. | picked it up. The sound
must have activated the robot because it started
chasing me. | had no clue on what to do and the
robot was getting closer and closer and closer
until... “Oh wait! | have an idea” | said to myself.
Using the gun | had, | started shooting the robot
vigorously. The bullets were hitting the robot
hard with loud bangs and thumps. Soon, |
realized that | was losing ammo. | was down to 3
bullets. | looked closely at the robot and tried to
find its weak spot. Wala, | saw a shiny spot on its
head and made a calculated guess that it will be
its weak spot. | aimed and shot the last 3 bullets at
it hoping it would shut down or break or
anything! To my pleasant surprise, it gave a loud
thrum and started breaking into pieces until it
was completely dismantled. | gave a loud cry in
victory. | ran towards the exit happily, my face full
of joy. Once | was out, | ran back to my house so |
would be safe.“Phew!” | exclaimed, running back
home as if nothing had ever happened.
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WHY I MISS MY MOTHERLAND

MORE THAN MY MOTHER?
BY MS. DIPTI JOSHNA

(Disclaimer: The opinion penned down in this article is
author’s own and has got no indication towards anyone).

Excerpts from a Mad Woman'’s Diary...

Why | miss my motherland more than my

mother?

As | write this little article many of you will agree
with me that we miss our own homeland, a little
more when we land up in a foreign land. But isn't
that we had always dreamt and aspired for in our
growing up days? Pursuing a distant dream of a
good life style, in an exotic land and enjoying the
nuances of a new country? Then why do we miss
our motherland more than anything else in life,
when we venture to a new place, to find a new

life?

The thoughts of it have been haunting me ever
since | came out of my own country. The feel is
similar to a toddler, who is snatched away from
his mother for a while and the child yearns to go
back to his mother. | am torn apart from being a
toddler at heart to a mature adult that | am today,

and also being a mother myself to a grown-up

S W—

child. | feel, a part of me is still in my homeland
where | grew up, where | left my family and my
friends in search of a total new experience, in a
different faraway land. You all might be reading
this article and must be thinking probably home-
sickness has entrapped the author of this article
and what's so special about it? Every one faces it
one way or the other... But the purpose behind
writing this little note is different from the
reasons of others. It is to find and express what
we miss out in life in search of the beautiful and
the best.

We miss out the very essence of life, we miss out

life itself as a whole.

The answer to all our dilemmas is hidden in that
little corner of our hearts where we are scared to
look and dare not peep inside, lest we have to
agree that we were happy in the muddy lanes of
our streets, walking kilometers in the hot sun to
play cricket in the government school grounds or

gathering in gangs to have a jungle picnicon a
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new year day. The chase for an amazing life style
removes us from our own soil and throws us into
a distant land with no parents for support or
family to take care of. We struggle day and night
just to make meets end here and yet we don't
shed a tear in regret. Had we got the right oppor-
tunities in our own land then why at all, do we
have to look beyond our little heaven, that nour-
ished us all these days... And now that is totally a
different topic to discuss and reverse brainstorm
upon few readymade answers that we are made
to believe to be the absolute truth. Perhaps that

needs to be parked away for some time....

F—
“Hey, | am a pond lily, let me bloom in the morning sunshine,

| wait for the moist breeze to wash away my stagnant meshy line,

For, in the hazy light of twinkling stars that fade and promise to emerge in time.

I look up for a new beginning, in the willowed grimy dirty slime,

Someone looking up for me, will wade through quick n fine,

Will put me on a high pedestal, garland me to the deity at nine...

And, | die in a glam wither, aching to move back to my grave in a pierced pine.

That’s what | am, a little pond lily which you can buy in a dime...”

We leave our little heavens in search of bigger ones. We trade our values for more superior ones.
The new order system has dissolved all barriers and boundaries and we have become in true

sense of the word Global Citizens and members of the new order social structure....

Some couple of years back, it was impossible to
take people out of their villages. People were
contented in whatever they had. They were
people of the soil and they toiled hard in their
own lands under the hot sun and produced
enough grain to feed the mouths of the family
and neighbors. People were contented with what
they had and aspired only to keep up themselves
together in all weathers. That reminds me of my
village pond where lilies bloomed and | flash

reminisce....

But alas! The new social structure changed each
one of us. From a joint family system, we moved
into a new set up of nuclear family, leaving our
own far behind. We adopted what was preached
by our new age education system to accept the
new norm. The norm to go global in our
thoughts and also in our family structure and
adapting our mindsets to it, in perfect embrace.
We became more westernized and left behind
what once defined us an entity, a proud Indian
Entity. Our age-old systems and structures now
archaic and orthodox with patriarchy liberating
into more Conceptual Realism and we have
freshly become new scapegoats to the evolving

civilization of modernity. What was once consid-

ered and accepted as standard became all of a
sudden traditional and stereotypical. Things
changed altogether in the age of social media.
We gave way to pseudo -feminism and civility
and completely got removed from the way of Life
that was once dictated by the greatest seers of
his time, Lord Krishna. What was the basis of life
once, has now become the topic for hot debate

and argument.

And this is not something that we don’t know.
We very well know about this but hesitate to
discuss and bring it to mainstream debate. Not to
give it a religious flavor, few questions that baffle

me every minute when | sit in a pensive mood, |
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fail to get my answers from my own soul. | turn
inwards, yet | don’t get a way out, | am caught in

a thought paradox.

Tolistafew .... How do we define modernization
and evolution of the human civilization? We set
the social structure but that seems to be collaps-
ing. We see family structures breaking, we see
divorce rates higher as never before. We see
gross neglect and exploitation of elders in fami-
lies, yet we keep quiet. We capped the illiteracy,
but could we cap the decomposing social moral

ethics and values?
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The degeneration of human value system is
playing havoc in the lives of the elderly especially
who were once revered and now they have to
take refuge in the old-age homes for their
individual care and support. The Old Age homes
have now become the new standard of parental
care in modern India and people have accepted
it with whole heart. In places where there is no
facility of old age homes, elderly are at the mercy

of distant relatives for care and health support.
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This underlying problem in our society is slowly
spreading tentacles like a viral epidemic with no
cure. In another decade, we all will witness the
new covid, the great emotional alienation which
will be grappling everyone in a disease like
syndrome and we will not have a cure for that.
The bridges are getting broken, the walls are
crumbling down, Rome will go one day! In our rat
race to make things available to our family mem-
bers, we have forgotten to instill values in our
children and they in turn understand what the
social media and their peer group taught them.
Smoking, pubbing, rave parties, gambling are
the flag marks of this modernity which has crept
into our homes and it's there to stay until we
chose to change it otherwise. It is not the social
elite which is falling prey, the victim will be each
one of us, if we do not open our eyes today. Every
fragment of the society is witnessing this nerve
wrecking pinch and suffering from this shifting

disorder.

Why wait for things to happen? Don’t we know as
parents that the moment we handover a new
gadget to our children when they demand family
time since we don’t have time for them, it is just
escaping our duty as a responsible parent. We are
so very engrossed in making ends meet that the
only time we all sit together and eat a good meal
is at some occasional festival get together. The
kids are moving away from a strict disciplined
family structure to a much more relaxed and
pampering family environment which is created
by an over sensitive parent who wants to buy the
moon to the child, because today he can do it as

he has all the resources. The child is the only focal

Ms. Dipti Joshna

point in many nuclear families these days as
motherly disciplining regime is giving way to a
more accommodating democratic set up where
child’s interest and rights are strictly guarded by
the so-called Neo- Society and sometimes by the
Govt.

Not all of that is bad in my opinion, but let’s not
fall trap to it in following it to the superlative limit
where a mere verbal scold is defined as verbal
abuse and children are sent to foster homes

because the laws are defined as such.

| came here to gain an international experience
only to find that things are the same as in my
home land and it is just not our problem alone. It
is a global problem and needs a common
solution. A steadfast society is measured in the
policies that it makes for its people to carve a
legacy for the future. Let’s see that we write a
good story for our future generations to remem-
ber. Let’s rewrite few new codes for uplifting our
societal structure and give way to positive

parenting and better social norms.

Oh!lranin like a horse in those pages, | think you
would have skipped it up conveniently taking it
as a lengthy prose from some fictional book. But,
if you agree with me then you can think about it
quietly. Hey! | forgot to tell you, | have to make a
call to my Mom and Dad... That's my code to stay
connected with them. | am all of one and half
month old here in KL.... And | am missing them
already as | miss my home land, dearly, very

dearly.

Ms. Dipti Joshna originates from Bolagarh, Khordha District in Odisha and is actively

engaged in the field of education. She currently holds the esteemed position of

Principal at Global Indian International School (GIIS) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.




DECODING NUMEROLOGY
BY BASANTA PRADHAN

History of Numerology

If someone asks you to drive your car to a

destination not familiar to you, would you set off

in a direction that you think might be the right
one just by pure guessing or refer to Google
Map and get the proper directions? Most of us
would prefer taking the second option. So, why
is it that when it comes to bigger issues like
achieving goals in life, we stumble around

without directions?

There is a tool that can help in guiding you by
acting as a steppingstone between the person

you are now and the person you can become.

This tool is called Numerology. Numerology is
based on the idea that human life, like every
other thing in the universe, is guided by
numbers. Every number possesses a unique
energy and by finding out those numbers that
connect with your life (Often linked to personal
and important information like name or birth
date), you can predict the future course of your

life.

The origins of Numerology can be traced back
thousands of years to ancient civilizations like
Babylon, Egypt, Greece, India, and China. But
when we landed in the 21st Century, we forgot
our past civilization and now do not understand
how Numerology can enhance our life and

career.

The people who question numerology should
ask themselves why someone has devoted his
time in creating it if there was not some basis to

it. Let us see how numerology can help a person
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g 23g0, dagal | 4

realize their dream irrespective of what the

dream may be.
Principles of Numerology

1. Driver Number: Calculated from one's
birthdate, the Driver Number that reveals your
inner self. How you think and feel about yourself
as well as others, your personality traits and
what you want in life are revealed by your Driver
Number. It is useful in predicting your

day-to-day thoughts, behaviours, and action.

If your date of birth is 24-12-2010, only take the
birth date here i.e., 24 = 2+4 = 6, so your Driver

number is 6.

Every Number Says Something

Number What it Says Planet
1 King Sun
2 Queen Moon
3 Knowledge Jupiter
4 Energetic Rahu
5 Intelligence Mercury
6 Communicator Venus
7 Spiritual Ketu
8 Judge Saturn
9 Warrior Mars

2. Conductor Number: If your date of birth is
24-12-2010, just add the entire date here i.e.,
2+4+1+2+2+0+1+0 = 12=1+2=3, so your

conductor number is 3.

3. Kua Number: If your date of birth is
24-12-2010, just add the yeari.e, 2010 =
24+0+14+0=3.

> Male: 11 -3 =8 (Kua Number for Male)

> Female:4 + 3 =7 (Kua Number for Female)
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4. Name Number : If your Name is “GAURAV
VERMA”your name number =37 =
3+7=10=1+0=1 as per below calculator. So here
your name number is 1.

Reference: G=3, A=1, U=6, R=2, A=1, V=6, V=6,
E=5, R=2, M=4, A=1, if we add all these numbers
the total=37 =1

-3
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Numerclagy

All numerological analysis and predictions are
done based on Driver, Conductor, Name Number
and Kua Numbers as well as through Lo-shu
Grid.

In astrology, we predict based on the Birth Chart,
however in numerology we have a similar chart
that is called “Lo-shu Grid” to predict the current

and future of any human being.
Application of Numerology

Numerology is widely used in various aspects of

life, such as:

1. Self-Discovery and Personal Growth:
Understanding one's numerology profile can
provide clarity on personal strengths and
weaknesses, facilitating self-improvement and
growth. Even a new-born baby’name should

align with Numerology.

4 <= BasantaPradhan

2. Job/Career/Business Guidance: Numerology
can provide guidance on suitable career paths
based on an individual's inherent talents and

abilities.

3. Relationships: By comparing and
understanding the core numbers of individuals,
numerology can offer insights into compatibility

and potential challenges in relationships.

4. Decision-Making: It can be a tool for making
informed decisions in both personal and

professional spheres.

Conclusion

No one can change their Luck/Destiny, but we
can do the patch work. Using Numerology
Science & applying the remediation will boost
your life in terms of personal growth,
relationships, and career development.
Numerology, with its ancient roots and enduring
popularity, continues to inspire individuals

seeking to unlock the deeper meanings of life

and existence.

ﬂ . '_;.L,.' The Author is a Numerologist Practitioner, and IT professional working in Kuala
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s, Lumpur.you can reach him at @bkpradhan@gmail.com




CHHAU DANCE
BY DIVYA PRADHAN
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India is a land of rich diversity. However, the
spread of its culture and heritage are not
confined to our motherland only. In the recent
years, various elements of our culture have
gained international recognition. One such part

is Chhau Dance.

Indian Chhau dance prevalent in the hilly and
forest areas of Jharkhand, West Bengal and Orissa
has gained its popularity in the international
artistic world since many years ago. It is a
traditional folk-art form originating from Eastern
India which stands as a vibrant testament to the
rich cultural heritage of the region. This
captivating dance form combines elements of
martial arts, mime, and theatre, making it a

unique and enthralling spectacle.

The genesis of Chhau dance can be traced back
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to the medieval period. Its name is derived from
the Sanskrit word "Chhaya," meaning shadow or
mask, which plays a pivotal role in this art form.
The dance form emerged as a cultural expression,
performed by the indigenous tribal communities,
particularly the Seraikela Chhau, Purulia Chhau,
and Mayurbhanj Chhau, each with its distinct

style and characteristics.

Manifold stories and themes from books of
Indian culture like Ramayana, Mahabharata,
Purana etc. adopted by Indian Chhau dance
certify the fact that it is not an ordinary dance,
but a classical dance enriched with classical
elements and techniques. The stories of Chhau
dance are not only taken from Ramayana,
Mahabharata, and Purana, but it has included the
themes like national spirit, social problems,

historical facts, natural beauty, Indian agricultural
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life, Sanskrit poetry, and other important
subjects.
Chhau dance holds immense cultural

significance for the communities that have
nurtured it over generations. It serves as a means
of preserving and passing down traditional
stories, legends, and moral values. Additionally,
Chhau plays a crucial role in religious ceremonies
and festivals, where it is performed to invoke
deities, seek blessings, and celebrate auspicious
occasions. The dance form serves as a unifying
force, fostering a sense of community and
identity among the performers and the audience

alike.

In recent years, Chhau dance has also garnered

international recognition, finding its way onto

Diya Pradhan

. DivyaisaStd 9 student from Bhubaneswar. She is an avid reader and likes writing

short stories

global stages and captivating audiences
worldwide. In 2010, the Chhau dance was
inscribed in the UNESCO's Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This
exposure not only elevates the profile of the art
creates opportunities for

form but also

cross-cultural exchange and appreciation.

Chhau dance is more than a performing art; it is a
living testament to the vibrant cultural tapestry
of Eastern India. As we celebrate the legacy of
Chhau dance, it is imperative that we continue to
support and promote this invaluable cultural
treasure, ensuring that it endures for generations
to come. Through its captivating performances
and rich narratives, Chhau dance continues to
and enrapture audiences,

inspire, educate,

transcending time and boundaries.




ABOAT-RIDE IN CHILIKA
BY ANITESH PATTANAYAK

At around 5 AM, I moved out from my hotel room
towards the adjoining Salty Lake. Fed by 52 rivers
and creeks, the water spread area of Chilika Lake
on the east coast of India is around 1100 sqg. km. It
is considered the largest lagoon in India and is
counted amongst the largest lagoons in the

world.

The Sun was not yet out, but the early morning
serenity was becoming visible. The fishermen
were setting their nets for their daily harvest, and
verities of migratory birds were flying around in
different directions in search of food and making
noises that seemed enjoyable but were breaking
Few manual and

the dawning silence.

motor-driven passenger boats were being
shampooed by the boatmen for the pre-booked

tourists.
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After a brisk walk across the shore of the Lake, |
settled on one of the cleaned boats to observe
the ongoing activities unfolding as the Sun was
trying to come out. The cloudy and humid
weather was making it difficult to view the
sunrise. | got into a conversation with the Owner
of one of the wooden boats. He was happy to
have pre-booked orders during the weekend,
fetching around Rupees Four Thousand per ride,
meaning 20 minutes one way, 45 minutes stay at
the island temple and back. Every bit of the
conversation was about history, the local culture

and beliefs, and livelihood.

He was wearing a knee-length towel, tightly tied
around the waist, and a thin towel around the
head or the neck. | asked him why he or the other

fellow boatmen couldn’t wear brighter dresses
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while with their clients. He mentioned humid

weather, profession, and poverty as the primary
reasons, although he quickly opened his bag and
showed me a set of dhoti and kurta (not the
whitest) as his high-end dressing plan. The boat is
painted twice yearly, and the motor is maintained
moderately. Without the tourists, they opt for
fishing, especially selling exportable crabs. In the
meantime, | accepted a cup of local tea, milky and
richly sweetened, and | enjoyed it better than the
dip tea that | had in the hotel room. The symbiotic
relationship between nature and the locals was

becoming evident.

By now, | was already talking to them in the local
dialect as we became friendlier and joined by a
couple of more boatmen waiting for their
respective visitors. They described how the
marketing of the boating business is done by
using the story of the unique KaliJaai island.
There are several theories or beliefs about the

temple on Kalijaai Island.

A newly married girl, Jaai, along with her father,
was going to meet her husband by ferry across
the Chilika Lake to the island. During the trip and
as a result of a cyclone, their boat capsized in the
Lake, resulting in the death of Jaai. The story
continues as she becomes the Goddess of people
residing nearby, and even today, she is worshiped

as Goddess Kali. This is how the place got its

name Kali Jaai. Several famous Odia poets such as
Pandit Radhanath Rai,

Godabarisha Misra and many others have written

Gopabandhu Das,
famous poems about Kalijaai and Chilika over the
years, which are masterpieces among Odia

language.

In the meantime, as the clock ticked 6.45 AM, |
had to shift to another boat as the tourists for the
first one arrived. After a quick introduction and
safety briefing, the youthful couple sailed
towards the island. The boatman of the first boat
gave a smile, thanked me for a patient hearing,
and asked me if | would be interested in visiting
KaliJaai island. As | declined, he asked me to see
him in the evening for a free 15-minute boating
trip to experience the dusk at Chilika and
tempted me of a possible encounter with
dolphins. | couldn’t say NO and committed to the
evening engagement, although | knew the

mention of Dolphin was only to convince.

Instead of a complimentary buffet breakfast at
the resort, | opted to taste the local cuisine,
low-calorie samosa filled only with potato cut
pieces and Jalebi. | was not sure if the claim of low
calorie was accurate, but | enjoyed the same
along with the young boatmen, who rule the

shore with their expertise and entrepreneurship.

| was impatient for the evening to arrive. The

morning encounter, even if simple, impacted me

throughout the day. The simplicity, the
enterprising hospitality, and the promise to meet
a dolphin were overwhelming. As dusk

approached, the birds were trying to get their last
supper, and as the heated-up boats were settling
down for the night’s rest, | was already on the
shore, waiting for my new friend. As promised, he

took me for a short trip, speaking continuously

—



during the ride about igratory birds, crab
export business, occasional encounters with
dolphins, and so on. The lights of the nearby
houses threw beams of silver in the Lake. The sky
was studded with stars. The evening was more
transparent, and | saw the half-full moon looking
at us from the top, acknowledging the new
friendship in the making, and as if telling me to
explore the silence of the night in Chilika a bit
more. The couldn’t

pre-occupied lifestyle

accommodate that thought.

Finally, while presenting a shirt to my friend, |
noticed the latest iPhone in his hand and became
curious to discover more about him. | learned
about his adopted orphaned son, now a software
professional working in Dubai. The toweled
boatman showed his passport and the
immigration stamps in it. He was still wearing the
same towel as in the morning. Humility was on
display as | returned to the shore. By now, the
birds had almost disappeared, and the night was
beginning to spread. The view was breathtaking

as | said goodbye.

Anitesh Pattanayak
Anitesh Pattanayak is a seasoned engineer with over three decades of experience in

I RECOIER! |

It was already late, and as | started my walk back

to the hotel, | began to sing the song filmed in
1957 from the film Miss Mary, music by Hemant

Kumar.

31 37 B GANR, IeT FRIIAT S
IR 8, THIAATIATS

31 <TG HRIHT P, GHAR FHT 9 31751
AT §3T 8 M&T, IR fzar s
Weeh! g8 & 2, Afeet 33 faan g
RIBR AL, L HIAAT A

Translating for the benefit of all -

0 traveller in the night, 0 Moon! Please tell me,

What is my fault, please give your verdict.

0 moon! Come to the earth for a moment,
I have forgotten the path, please show me the way.
The boat has gone astray, please show me the shore,

What is my fault, please give your verdict.

the oil and gas industry. Beyond his professional pursuits, he exhibits a strong

passion for sports, has authored two books, and maintains an active presence as a
blogger. Notably, he has been the Editor of Abhipsa from its very inception.
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UNEARTHING TRUE ODIA SPIRIT

BEYOND BORDERS
BY JANARDAN KAR

Growing up in Odisha, | was immersed in its rich
cultural tapestry, yet my perception of what it
meant to be truly Odia remained nebulous. It was
only upon venturing beyond the state's
boundaries that | encountered the essence of
Odia identity, a realization that has shaped my

understanding of this remarkable community.

My early years in Odisha were filled with vivid
impressions: the impassioned debates on Odia
literature during Utkal Diwas, the stories of
maritime prowess during Bali Jatra, the
awe-inspiring grandeur of the Jagannath Temple,
and the tales of valour from the Kalinga war.
These experiences instilled in me a sense of pride

in Odisha's heritage.

However, it was my journey beyond Odisha's
borders that truly awakened my understanding
of the Odia spirit. Over four decades, | interacted
with Odia communities across India and abroad,
witnessing their unwavering commitment to
their cultural heritage. They embodied the true
essence of being Odia - honest, trustworthy,
helpful, and talented, earning the respect and

admiration of those around them.

This stark contrast to my experiences within
Odisha, where divisive social and political biases
often overshadowed the true spirit of the

community, led me to the profound realization

Janardan kar

ta the- ssenc of bein ia transcnds
geographical boundaries. It is not merely about
birthplace or lineage; it is about embracing the
rich cultural heritage and embodying the values

that define the Odia community.

This sentiment was echoed by a non-Odia
acquaintance who, after working with exemplary
Odias Odisha,

disheartening contrast upon working within the

outside experienced a
state. His observation reinforced my belief that
the true spirit of Odisha flourishes beyond its
borders, where individuals proudly uphold their

heritage with dignity and integrity.

The essence of being Odia lies in the heart, not on
a map. It is a spirit that transcends geographical
boundaries, a beacon of cultural pride and
integrity that shines brightest when carried
beyond the confines of its birthplace. The true
Odia is not defined by location but by its
unwavering commitment to the values and

traditions that make Odisha a cultural gem.

Graduate Engineer in Qualification, worked for four decades as a power professional
in Power sector. Father of two lovely daughters. Lives currently at Bhubaneswar with

his wife Janaki. Loves reading, speaking and writing on the subject matter of
History, Phiosophy, Management.
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HOW HUMAN INTELLIGENCE ENHANCES AI FOR

QUALITY OF LIFE
BY DR. ANUPA KUMAR PATRI
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The Human Intelligence

The ability of humans to learn, reason, solve
problems, and adapt to their environment is
referred to as human intelligence, a complicated
and diverse term. It includes a variety of mental

processes and abilities, including:

Reasoning: Human intelligence involves the
ability to think logically, draw conclusions, and
make inferences based on available information.

It includes deductive and inductive reasoning.

Problem Solving: Humans can identify and
solve complex problems by analyzing data,
considering various solutions, and making
decisions based on their understanding and

experience.

Memory: Memory is a fundamental component
of human intelligence. It includes the ability to
store, retrieve, and use information from the past
to inform present decisions and actions.

Learning: Human intelligence  allows
individuals to acquire new knowledge and skills
through learning and experience. This includes
both formal education and informal learning

processes.

——— e

Creativity: Creativity is an essential aspect of
human intelligence, involving the generation of

novel ideas, solutions, and artistic expressions.

Language and Communication: Humans have

the ability to wunderstand, produce, and
communicate complex ideas through language.
Language is a vital tool for conveying thoughts

and emotions.

Emotional Intelligence: Human intelligence
extends to the understanding and management
of emotions, both in oneself and in others.
Emotional involves

intelligence empathy,

self-awareness, and interpersonal skills.

Social Intelligence: Humans are inherently
social beings, and social intelligence includes the
ability to navigate social interactions, understand
social norms, and build relationships.

Adaptability: Human intelligence enables
individuals to adapt to new situations and
often

environments, by drawing on a

combination of cognitive abilities and

knowledge.

Critical Thinking: Critical thinking involves the

evaluation of information, arguments, and

evidence to make informed decisions and

judgments.

Theory of Mind: Humans possess a theory of
mind, which means they can attribute mental
states to themselves and others, allowing them to
understand and predict the behaviour and

intentions of others.
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Intuition: While not always fully understood,

human intelligence also includes intuitive
thinking, which involves making rapid decisions
based on pattern

recognition and past

experiences.

It's crucial to remember that human intellect

varies from person to person and can develop

Unlocking the Synergy and
creating impact...

Enhanced human intelligence can have a
profound impact on the Industrial Revolution 5.0
and the age of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in the
near future and that is not far!

Advanced Decision-Making are key in
Enhanced human intelligence, through improved
critical thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving
skills, can help individuals and organizations
make more informed decisions. In the context of
Industry 5.0 and Al, this can lead to better
strategic choices regarding technology adoption,

automation, and resource allocation.

and vary over time; it is not a fixed or uniform
quality. To better comprehend this complicated
phenomenon, researchers in  disciplines
including psychology, neuroscience, and artificial
intelligence continue to examine and explore the

many elements of human intelligence.

Innovation and Creativity will be enhancing

human intelligence fosters innovation and
creativity. Humans can leverage their creative
abilities to identify new applications for Al and
automation, leading to the development of novel
solutions and products that drive Industry 5.0
forward.

Human-Al Collaboration are the new norms In
Industry 5.0, where humans and Al systems
enhanced human

collaborate closely,

intelligence can facilitate more effective

teamwork. Individuals with strong social and
emotional intelligence can work alongside Al
tools to customer

improve productivity,

interactions, and problem-solving capabilities.
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Ethical Oversight for everyone is core value, as
Al becomes increasingly integrated into various
industries, the need for ethical oversight and
responsible Al development becomes crucial.
Enhanced human intelligence can play a key role
in ensuring that Al technologies are used in
ethical and socially responsible ways, helping to
avoid biases and unintended consequences.
Continuous Learning, as lifelong learner and
the age of Al requires continuous learning and
adaptation. Enhanced human intelligence allows
individuals to learn new technologies and skills
more efficiently. Lifelong learning becomes
essential as industries evolve, and this
intelligence can drive ongoing professional
development.

Post covid era, the Human-Centric Focus is
aimed in Industry 5.0, it emphasizes a return to a
more human-centric approach to manufacturing
and production. Enhanced human intelligence
can drive this focus by helping organizations
prioritize the well-being of workers and the
quality of products, ensuring that technology
serves human needs rather than replacing them.
After the

Customization and Personalization, with

Innovation now theme is
enhanced human intelligence can enable the
creation of highly personalized and customized
Al solutions. Humans can use their insights and
empathy to understand individual customer
needs and preferences, leading to more tailored
Al-driven experiences.

Resilience and Adaptation are spreading
practices those rapidly evolving landscape of Al
Industry 5.0

resilience and

with

and requires

adaptability.  Individuals enhanced
intelligence can better navigate and adapt to
changing technologies and market conditions.

Cross-Disciplinary Collaboration like reverse
mentoring, in  Industry 5.0 often involves

collaboration across multiple disciplines and

——

g 23g0, dagal | 4

human  generations.  Enhanced  human

intelligence can facilitate effective
communication and collaboration between
experts from different fields, age, race, geos and
ranges leading to more comprehensive and
innovative solutions.

Regulatory and Policy Frameworks will be
crafted for the enhanced human intelligence can
contribute to the development of robust
regulatory and policy frameworks for Al
Individuals with advanced analytical and ethical
reasoning skills can participate in shaping
that of Al

responsible Al

regulations govern the use

technologies,

ensuring

deployment.

Real-time
Human Intelligence
Development for Actual Needs

Enabling the Nextgen for the 21st Century
practices and needs every citizen need to enable
themselves to get proper exposure to 15 key
areas of enablement to gain the Global
Citizenship and 360 degree enablement and live

a Quality of life.

Quality of life impacts the Human Intelligence.
Quality of life encompasses well-being, comfort,
and satisfaction for individuals and communities.
Itincludes factors like physical and mental health,
economic stability, education, safety, social
connections, work-life balance, environment,

culture, access to services, personal fulfilment,



gy | Cud 3398 dogl

and equality. This concept is subjective and varies

among individuals. ~ Governments  and
organizations aim to enhance quality of life by
addressing these aspects and promoting overall

well-being.

Quiality of life can be positively impacted by
various practices and experiences:
Self-learning: Continuous self-learning
enhances knowledge and skills, leading to
personal growth and career opportunities.
Industry Visits and Trips: Exposure to
industries and technology/science trips fosters a
deeper understanding of the world, broadening
horizons.

Internships: Internships at any age provide new
skills and real-world experience, contributing to
career development.

Body and Mind Wellness: Prioritizing physical
and mental health is essential for a high quality of
life.

Financial Assistance and Literacy: Financial
support and literacy empower individuals to
manage finances effectively.

Mentoring and Coaching: Both giving and
receiving mentorship and coaching can aid
personal and professional development.
Self-lmage and Personal Hygiene: Self-esteem
and personal hygiene contribute to confidence
and well-being.

Networking and Collaboration: Building
connections and collaborating with others
enriches life and opens up opportunities.
Digital Badges and Certifications: Staying
updated with digital badges and certifications
enhances competitiveness in the job market.
Employment Evaluation: Regularly assessing
and enhancing employability skills improves
career prospects.

New Way of Working Skills: Adapting to new

work paradigms promotes a balanced quality of
life.

Professional Branding: Building a professional
brand and personal brand can boost career
advancement.

Global

perspective and being a global citizen broadens

Citizenship: Embracing a global
horizons and understanding.

Transferrable Skills: Learning transferrable
skills enables individuals to adapt and grow in
various roles.

Giving Back: Contributing to society through
acts of giving and volunteering enhances

personal fulfilment and well-being.

These practices and experiences collectively
contribute to an improved quality of life by
promoting personal growth, well-being, career
development, and a sense of purpose and

fulfilment.

The effects of artificial intelligence (Al) on
people's quality of lives have come into sharper
focus in recent years. Numerous facets of our life
are being revolutionized by Al, which provides
many advantages that improve our general level

of living, convenience, and well-being.

Healthcare innovations powered by Al have

dramatically improved patient care and
diagnostic accuracy. Massive volumes of medical
data may be analyzed by machine learning
algorithms with astounding accuracy, helping
clinicians identify diseases early and plan
treatments. In addition to saving lives, this lowers
healthcare expenditures and raises the general
standard of healthcare services.

Al-driven  technologies in education are
personalizing the learning process and assisting

students in understanding difficult ideas at their

el D —————



own speed. As a result, people are better
prepared for improved professional prospects
and intellectual advancement thanks to adaptive
learning platforms and virtual tutors.
It is also amazing how Al is increasing
transportation. Self-driving cars promise less
traffic, safer roads, and improved accessibility for
those with impairments. This leads to a cleaner
environment while also saving time and lowering

stress.

You cannot ignore the convenience Al gives to
life. Artificial intelligence (Al)-driven applications
expedite daily chores, from managing calendars
to recommending movies and items, while
like Siri

information and entertainment easily available.

virtual assistants and Alexa make
These developments make life easier and give us

more time for worthwhile activities.

Qs 2390, Rl
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Automation and machine learning have a
significant economic influence as well, as they
improve  business operations and  spur
innovation. The resultant economic expansion
and job possibilities ultimately benefit society as

a whole.

The ethical ramifications and potential difficulties
that Al presents, such as data privacy and
employment displacement, must be taken into
account. In order to make sure that Al maintains
its ability to improve our quality of life without
undermining our morals and well-being, it is
crucial to strike a balance between its advantages

and its ethical issues.

In conclusion, Al has the ability to significantly
improve people's quality of life. As Al technologies
develop, it will be essential to use them responsibly
and ethically in order to fully realize their promise and
build a better and more pleasant future for all of us.

Dr. Anupa kumar Patri (Bm cio)

Anup is a seasoned technologist, a forward-thinking business leader, and a
passionate advocate for innovation. He firmly believes that organizations and their
teams can thrive by fostering curiosity, maintaining a thirst for continuous learning,
and keeping a keen eye on the future. Anup is deeply committed to nurturing capable
leaders and self-reliant teams while championing the principles of servant leadership
in management.
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE Gi.OBAL CONCERN:

LOOKING AHEAD
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Introduction

Now -a- days climate change and its probable
impact on the mankind dominated almost all the
academic discourses. Some even have started
saying that climate change poses far greater
threat to humanity than the COVID-19. This
has developed into

perception taking

consideration irreversible impact of climate
change. In some academic and scientific circles,
this decade i.e., 2021 to 2030 has been termed as
a ‘decisive decade’ on climate action. As the
whole world starts with a renewed zeal in the
aftermath of COVID 19, the clock has started
ticking on climate action. Itis true and now we all
agree that the emissions of greenhouse gases are
responsible for such deteriorating climatic
conditions. The entire system that is responsible
to make life on earth possible is affected. We the
people of the world are responsible for such
deteriorating condition. This has now been
reaffirmed that the human induced climate
change is heating up the atmosphere leading to
dramatic changes in global eco- system. Of
course, there is a natural hand behind all such

activities, but at the same time the contribution

NANDA

of the world community is significant and

noteworthy. Thus, the crucial question before the
mankind is how to address the problem and find

the solution.

To have a focused attention on this subject, the
world leaders convened the 76th Session of the
United Nations General Assembly in September
2021 and in that meeting four key areas i.e.,
finance, energy, mobility and heavy industries
and heavy-duty transport were identified which
need careful attention of all. The study requires a
multi-disciplinary approach because the science
of climate change is a complex issue and the

impact is loud and clear.

Itis also a fact that the climate change affects the
economic condition of urban poor to a great
extent making their life miserable. If this trend
continues, they will be the worst victims in the
next few years. It is also feared that unless it is
checked it will lead to affect the poor countries
worst by imposing on them the disasters like
severe drought, acute shortage of food, drinking
water etc. One of the leading experts in this field

is of the opinion that "understanding climate is
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like understanding the world economy; it is never
solved by one new piece of information. And the
answers are never in plain yes or no, but in

degrees of certainty.” 2

The

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change in

sixth Assessment Report of the
August 2021 has reported that the past decade
(2011-2020) was warmer by 1.09 degree Celsius
than the period from 1850 to 1900, and the
1.5-degree Celsius global warming threshold is
likely to be breached soon. This report warns
India against more intense heat waves, heavy
monsoons and rise in weather extremes in the

future.

International Efforts

It all started at Rio during the first ever Earth
Summit on Environment and Development held
inthe year 1992 3. Along with the Rio Declaration,
the Conference also adopted the Framework
Convention on Climate Change. Concerned with
the fact that the human activities have been
substantially  increasing the atmospheric
concentrations of greenhouse gases, that these
increases enhance the natural greenhouse effect
and that this will result on average in an
additional warming of the Earth's surface and
atmosphere and may adversely affect natural
ecosystems and humankind, the United Nations
adopted a Framework Convention on Climate
Change which was opened for signature at the
Rio Summit in 1992 where 155 governments
signed the convention and since then over 160
governments have ratified or otherwise
committed themselves to this convention. Their
purpose was to stabilize greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that
would prevent "dangerous" human interference

with the climate system.

———— e
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Climate change is one of the most important
global environmental problems. Recognizing this
and the threats posed by climate change, most
countries joined an International Treaty, the
'United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change) to begin to consider what can
be done to reduce global warming and to cope
with whatever temperature increases are
inevitable. The Convention has established the
'‘Conference of the Parties' (COP) which is the
highest decision-making authority of the
Convention. The Conference of the Parties meets
once in a year to specify rules for implementing

the provisions of the convention.
The Problem

Studies reveal that trends in the physical and
biological environment and their relationship to
regional climate changes has increased greatly
and the recent regional changes in temperature
have had discernible impacts on physical and
biological systems. India’s huge rural population
is directly dependent on the sensitive issues
relating to climate, mainly the forests and the
agricultural land. But the irony is that these two
sensitive issues including the grasslands are
under direct and severe threat of water shortage
and flooding which generally occurs due to
unprecedented climatic conditions. This forces
the policy makers of India to battle hard in
finding a solution.

“Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change” (

2. Stephen Schneider, Professor for Interdisciplinary
Environment Studies, Stanford University, quoted in
The Times of India, December 15, 2009.

3. After the Stockholm Conference, 1972 this historic
second International Conference was held at Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.
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IPCC) 4, the leading body for the assessment of
climate change to provide the world with a clear,
balanced view of the present state of
understanding of climate change in its Sixth
Assessment Report (AR6) has projected a serious
picture of the earth’s future. The report states that
the global warming may have a devastating
impact on the climate of the earth. It is very likely
that climate change can slow down the pace of
progress towards sustainable development
either directly through increased exposure to
adverse impact or indirectly through erosion of
the capacity to adopt. The IPCC has made it clear
that the fact of global warming is unequivocal
and there is enough evidence to indicate that this

is due to anthropogenic reasons.
Towards a Sustained Climate Action

The Rio Conference started the pace and the
movement for concerted action on climate
change was initiated with the adoption of the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). Climate change is one
of the most important global environmental
problems. Recognizing this and the threats posed
by climate change, most countries joined this
International Treaty, to consider to find out the
ways and means for reducing global warming

and to deal with the increase in temperature.

The Conference of parties met twenty-six times
and although fruitful discussions were made in
those conferences, we are yet to see the desired
result. Concrete suggestions have come,
roadmaps were made, forward looking decisions
were taken, and agreements were made to carry
forward the negotiations during the meetings.
Striking a surprise, the world leaders at Cancun
declared a breakthrough by renewing the

confidence in the United Nations process

negotiations and its ability to deliver a long-term

commitment and short-term actions. Putting
aside their differences, the countries reached a
compromise that signaled their willingness to
work together in tackling climate change. The
Cancun Summit contributed to a great extent in

solving the dysfunctional United Nations

negotiating process from collapse.

4.1PCC was established in 1988 by the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to
investigate the problem that is threatening the world.

5.The Sixteenth Conference of the Parties was held at
this city of Mexico from 29th Nov. to 10th Dec., 2010.
The outcome of the conference was known as the
‘Cancun Agreement’ which sought to advance the
Bali Roadmap.
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As stated earlier, the current decade is being
referred by many as the ‘decisive decade’ on
climate action. In the post pandemic era, when
we are planning to march ahead, the threat to the
earth due to climatic changes have forced us to
think seriously and take appropriate action,
otherwise the problem may be dangerous for the
survival of the humankind. Earlier this year, the
IPCC has reported that the temperatures are
rising more quickly than expected and according
to a report released this month i.e., in October,
2021 the countries are not doing enough to
tackle climate change. Considering the gravity of
the situation, the world leaders convened the
76th session of the United Nations General
Assembly where concerns were raised relating to

the declining climatic conditions.

Concluding Observation

The whole world is on the terrifying crossroads of
the global environmental threat. There is no
denying the fact that the emissions of
greenhouse gases are responsible for such
deteriorating climatic conditions. The entire
system that is responsible to make life on earth
possible is affected. The poorest countries are to
be hard hit by such global climate change.
Actually, we have started experiencing the
impact of global climate change. The world is
going to face the massive threat which may be
dangerous and the impact will be disastrous for
the mankind. Thus, the crucial question before
the mankind is how to address the problem and

find the solution.
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If we take in to consideration the recent
developments and the report mentioned at the
outset, one thing is clear that the time has come
that we cannot afford the infertile meetings
which were held in the recent past. At the same
time, we cannot also see that the international
climate change regime comes to an end. The
inability of the world leaders in the climate
change negotiations to bridge the gaps between
the developed and the developing countries.
President of Indonesia rightly remarked that "we
can negotiate about the climate, but we cannot
negotiate with the climate” Gro Harlem
Brundtland has rightly pointed out “you cannot
tackle hunger, disease and poverty unless you
can also provide people with a healthy
ecosystem in which their economies can grow".
The study requires a multi-disciplinary approach
because the science of climate change is a

complex issue and the impact is loud and clear.

We are in the 31st year of the Rio Conference and
51st year of the first ever conference on the
Human Environment held at Stockholm. Despite
several promises and programs what we notice
that the climate situation instead of improving
has declined to a great extent, which is evident
from the recent dramatic changes in the climatic
conditions. Thus, accepting and realizing the
ground realities what is required is that both the
developed and developing countries should
work together and by co-operative action should
face the challenge by creating an environment of

trust and co-operation.

Prof. (Dr.) Sukanta K. Nanda

Professor, Post Graduate Department of Law, Utkal University, Vanivihar, BBSR
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HOW CAN WE MAKE WORLD CLASS URBAN LIVING
AFFORDABLE AND INCLUSIVE WITH SUPER
INTELLIGENT NETZERO SMART CITIES?

BY DR.SHUBHABRATA SAMANTARAY
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Smart cities have been hyped as the solution to

urban problems like overpopulation and
displacement. But they're still in their early stages
of development and have a long way to go
before they're ready for prime time. There are a
few key challenges that need to be addressed,

like getting everyone on board, making sure
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different industries are working together, and not
just focusing on technology for technology's
sake. But if we can overcome these challenges
with Super intelligent NetZero smart cities which
could be a game-changer for urban

sustainability.
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A Super intelligent NetZero smart city is a city
that uses sustainable thinking machines (like
computers and robots with brains) embedded
with information and communication
technologies (like the internet and smartphones)
to improve the quality of life, efficiency of urban
operation and services, and competitiveness
using Sustainable Infrastructures. A smart &
Sustainable NetZero city should be built on the
following Sustainable foundations: Sustainable
governance, Sustainable energy, Sustainable
Sustainable Sustainable

building, mobility,

infrastructure, Sustainable technology,
Sustainable healthcare, and Sustainable lifestyle.
A successful smart city will exhibit three primary
elements:  self-sustainability, = monetization
models that include diverse stakeholders, and
community engagement. While smart cities aim
to enrich people's lives, they can only do so by

becoming self-sustainable.

In simpler terms, a smart city is a city that uses
technology to make life better for everyone. It
does this by using sustainable energy, building
sustainable buildings, and having sustainable

transportation. It also uses technology to

improve healthcare, education, and other

services.

To be successful, a smart city needs to be
self-sustainable. This means that it needs to be
able to pay for itself. It also needs to have a way to
involve the community in its decision-making.
Smart cities are the future. They have the
potential to make our lives better in many ways.
However, they need to be done right in order to
be successful.
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To build a self-sustainable smart city, city
management has to break the project down into
three phases: planning, enabling, and maturity.
The planning involves

stage continuously

fine-tuning a shared vision and long-term
strategy based on project outcomes and
unified

technological ~ advancements. A

cross-department organization is used to
collaborate between citizens, industry leaders,
and other stakeholders to achieve this vision. It
consolidates data collection and makes better
decisions based on analytics. At the maturity
stage, a self-sustainable smart city should be
ready to scale up and export documented best

practices to other smart cities.

Current smart cities are, at best, a hot mess.
They're fragmented, with different departments
working at cross-purposes, and they're reactive,
only responding to problems after they happen.
The goal should be to evolve into a proactive
smart city, one that anticipates problems and
solves them before they even occur. And
eventually, we should aim for self-sustaining
smart cities that can operate independently of

human intervention.

A proactive smart city is one that anticipates and
responds to the needs of its citizens, while a
self-sustainable smart city is one that is able to
meet its own needs without relying on external
resources while making world class urban living

affordable for its residents

By Dr.Shubhabrata Samantaray
Founder & CEO ENHEROES GLOBAL ENERGY
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MOA ACTIVITY
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100 underprivileged ki
e tould reach out 10 m‘;en\-\*d your help
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CHARITY

Charity event at “Cahaya Kasih Bestari”, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia .
MOA Thanks all of the kind souls who contributed to the cause

MOA hosted 23 prominent Professors
and reserchers from Odisha @ Kuala
Lumpur . They were vising SE to
understand Kalinga and SE
relationship

MOA Holi Milana
Celebration at Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia
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Indian Community Rece

ption
1 July 2023, Kuala Lumpus

Members of Malaysia Odia Association were privileged to meet Honorable Defense Minister
of India Sj Rajnath Singh Ji during his visit to Malaysia

INDAA'S BEST KEPT SECRET

% ODISHA

l@;:ca

oY

Mr Ekamra Mahapatra addressing Mr Ekamra Mahapatra met Honorable minister
Gathering at Singapore on Odisha Day, VK Pandian to update him on MOA efforts to
\_ JAN spread Odia culture in Malaysia and beyond )

Banabhoji 2023 @ janda
Baik, Malaysia.
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Odisha Corner during Utkal Dibasa
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Raja Celebration and Odia Food Festival @ Kuala Lumpur
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Odia Ladies in Kuala Lumpur celebrating Women'’s Day

First Odia movie Premier Phalguna Chaitra
@ Kuala Lumpur
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Ganesh Puja Celebration at Vivekananda Ashram,
Brickfields , Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Kuala Lumpur had the honor of hosting Padma Shri Guru Shashadhara Acharya, a distinguished
Chhau dance artist, and his troupe for an enchanting evening. The esteemed guest of the evening
was Deputy High Commissioner, High Commission of India , Kuala Lumpur Ms. Subhashini

Narayanan
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Deepavali Celebration and
unveiling Abhipsa 2022

MOA members participated in the YOGA Day celebration organized by Indian High Commission, Kuala Lumpur
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“YOM SPOON

EGGCLESS HOMEMADE PREMIUM ICE CREAM

Vanilla
Chocolate
" Strawberry
00 ™\ w22 Butterscotch
Thandai

(Indian Flavour- Spices and Nuts)

Kesar Pista

(Indian Flavour- Saffron and Pistachios) e =5

Call us!

Bijalina +60 1-35434979

Pratibha +60111536 0908 ve
Self Pick-up, Grab Express and Lalamove delivery available

l@l yumspoon._icecream ®0eo :
®e @yumspoonicecreqm@gmail.com Y
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Dr. Gourahari Das , a front-liner among Indian authors writing in Odia, Gourahari Das
is not only a fictionist, playwright, critic and poet but a Media-academician and a
leading journalist. Dr Gourahari Das was felicitated with prestigious Sarala Puraskar
this year. Gourahari Das was also named as recipient of the Sahitya Akademi

Translation Prize for the year 2021 for ‘Chheli Chareibara Dina’ — his Odia translation
of Malyalam novel ‘Aadujeevitham’ (Goat Days) by Uday Parkash
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family magazine in Odisha on women related issues, women empowerment and
current social problems since two decade.
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| FALCON
THE HERO 1N REAL ESTATE

SHERO Properties is the International Strategic Partner of Falcon Tatva
Book With SHERO Properties & Avail Exclusive Offers!

Call/WhatsApp Today To Book A Zoom Appointment!
+97156 5914077 | +971 50 472 8220

Air Conditioned Apartments - Home Lighting Automation (wireless) - Sprawling Club with
Roof Top Swimming Pool & Tennis Court - Connected Landscaped Terrace

|
.

SEEEERESRAENR”
-

U1

Club House

Organic Farming Bays

A beautifully crafted plush residential project
KHANDAGIRI, BHUBANESWAR nestled in the vicinity of the picturesque &
3/3.5/4 BHK Apartments historic Khandagiri caves, in Bhubaneshwar.
starting from 1.88°cr onwards Tatva delicately entwines the pristine presence of
all the five dimensions of life to perfection within
- 5 its core. Green surroundings, luxurious lifestyle
EYESCELEMEIT SFECS TAY Best in segment SBA to CA ratio® across the state. and countless amenities tg live life to its fuligst.

k +97156 591 4077 19th Floor Conrad Tower, Trade

SHEROPROPERTIES.COM
Center Area First, Sheikh Zayed @SHEROPROPERTIES
1150 442 6210 Road, Dubai, UAE YOEIDRin



. ( SHERO PROPERTIES
THE HERO TN REAL ESTATE

Who We Are Our USP

Founded by a Dubai-based Odia NRI, a native CLIENT HELP DESK: We provide complete
of Bhubaneswar, Mr.Anil Das. He brings 27 assistance and life cycle management of
years of expertise in real estate investments, property of our Investors through:
portfolio & fund management across the

Globe. At SHERO Properties, we endeavour BUY | SELL | LEASE | MORTGAGE |

to provide one stop solution to all your prop- PROPERTY MANAGEMENT | BUSINESS
erty requirements in Dubai, London, Odisha SETUP | COMPANY FORMATION | SECOND
& the Rest of India. PASSPORT ASSISTANCE.

Message From Our Founders

“ On behalf of SHERO Properties, we congratulate the Malaysia Odia Association (MOA)
family for being such a vibrant Odia community based in Malaysia. We are immensely de-

lighted to associate_with MOA and be a part of the celebration. Please reach out to us for )
any real estate requirements you may have, we assure you to provide tailor made services.””

lmiees ] Sheetal Joshi

N Founder & Chairman Co-Founder & President

He has a rich experience of 27 Years She has more than 16 years of rich
across the globe in the Real Estate, expreience across real estate,
Telecom, and FMCG industries. education & corporate

Now Is The Right Time To Invest In Dubai Real Estate |

» INDIAN & BUYERS AMONG TOP 3
INVESTORS IN DUBAI PROPERTY MARKET IN Q2, 2023

Take Advantage of Odisha Desk by SHERO Properties:
ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR FELLOW ODIA'S TRAVELING TO DUBAI

D SH DE SI? Real Estate Investment  Tours & Travel Services
By SHERO Properties Real Estate LLC. Dubai Business Setup PR & Second Passport

GOLDEN VISA INVESTOR VISA
Invest AED 2 MN | INR 4.5 CR | GBP 426K l Invest AED 750K | INR 1.68 CR | GBP 160K
& Get 10 years renewable visa for 3 Generations I & Get 2 years renewable Visa For 3 Generations

Reasons To Invest In Dubai Real Estate

100% Ownership 8-10% Rental Yield Stable Currency TAX Free Income
Freehold Properties High Capital Appreciation AED is pegged with USD Investor Friendly RERA

+971 56 591 4077 19th Floor Conrad Tower, Trade SHEROPROPERTIES.COM
Center Area First, Sheikh zZayed @SHEROPROPERTIES

+971 50 472 8220 Road, Dubai, UAE YOIimdin
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Asst. Professor
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Residing in Kuala Lumpur with her husband Ekamra Mahapatra, Simantini
Nanda is a homemaker and an avid reader with a passion for writing Odia
poems and stories. Notably, she serves as the Editor (Odia) for Abhipsa, the

annual souvenir of MOA.
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Tapan Mahapatra a passionate reader \likes to put his feelings through odia

poems
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SUJATA PRIYAMBADA

In odisha we have many festivals to celebrate and all the
celebration begins with one signature pitha or any
significant dessert.Poda Pitha or Burnt Pitha is one of the "v)
pithas which is flavourfully slow-cooked & made from
rice batter(some recipes includes urad dal) with lots of
chopped coconut,freshly grated coconut,dryfruits, some
crushed pepper,crushed ginger and cardamom powder.
The outer crust is slightly burnt, while the inside remains
super soft.Though, It is mostly made during Raja Parba,
you can make it in any Festive occasions.In Authentic
way we prefer adding jaggery instead of sugar.

INGREDIENTS: PROCESS:

«  250gms rice Soak the rice for 5hours then blend it with coconut.

200gm coconut

1 sweet potato

200gm jaggery

Salt to taste

Grated Ginger 1tsp
Cardamom powder 1tsp
Pepper powder 1tsp
Ajwain 1/4tsp

Bay leaf 1

1cup chopped coconut
Cashews,almonds,raisins
Ghee 4-5tsp

Cherries to ganish (optional)

Baking soda 1tsp
Banana leaf

Set aside for some time around (30mins or Thour)
Steam the sweet potato pieces for 10mins or can
pressure cook for 1 whistle.once the sweet potato
cooked let this cool down then grind it along with
jaggery and splash of water.

Add the mixture into the rice batter,mix well.

Add all the masala mentioned in the ingredients
above including baking soda to rise the pitha well.
In a kadai roast chopped coconut and the dryfruits
with desi ghee for few mins and then add into the
batter.Give a final mix to the batter.

Now to bake the pitha take a heavy bottom
kadai(preferably nonstick)spread bananna
leaves,grease ghee all over.pour the batter,cover
the lid(seal the hole on lid if have any)cook it on
low-med heat for around 40mins.Allow this to cool
down completely before cutting it.Cut into desired

shape and sizes then serve.



In odisha we have many festivals to celebrate and all the
celebration begins with one signature pitha or any
significant dessert.Poda Pitha or Burnt Pitha is one of the
pithas which is flavourfully slow-cooked & made from
rice batter(some recipes includes urad dal) with lots of
chopped coconut,freshly grated coconut,dryfruits, some
crushed pepper,crushed ginger and cardamom powder.
The outer crust is slightly burnt, while the inside remains
super soft.Though, It is mostly made during Raja Parba,
you can make it in any Festive occasions.In Authentic
way we prefer adding jaggery instead of sugar.

INGREDIENTS:

1 Ripe Avocado (if the skin of avocado is
black then its ripe)

2 tbsp plain yogurt (curd)

Lemon juice of 1 lemon(to taste) - if you
want less sour then add lemon juice of a half
lemon

Sour cream 1tbsp (optional) - it will give
more creamy taste

1 garlic clove (optional) - it will give a nice
taste.

1 Green chilly (as per the taste) - if you like
spicy then add 2 -3 green chilly as per your
preference

Salt (as per the taste)

Black pepper (i add mostly for kids as

replacement of green chillies)
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CREAMY AVOCADO DIP

BIJILINA SATPATHY

PROCESS

Add all the above ingredients in a grinder jar and
grind it till you get a creamy texture. Remove from
the jar and store it in an airtight container. It can be
stored for 3 days but we always finished it in one

day.

USAGE

You can have it with any Paratha.

«  Can use this for making Sandwich.

«  Can be eaten with Nachos or Chips.
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TOM YAM SOUP

SNIGDHA PANI

Tom Yam Soup is a spicy warming thai soup that

comforting and loaded with flavours. It's a thai hot and

Sour soup.

INGREDIENTS:

Soup Base

Ripe Avocado (if the skin of avocado is black
then its ripe)

2 tbsp plain yogurt (curd)

Lemon juice of 1 lemon(to taste) - if you
want less sour then add lemon juice of a half
lemon

Sour cream 1tbsp (optional) - it will give
more creamy taste

1 garlic clove (optional) - it will give a nice
taste.

1 Green chilly (as per the taste) - if you like
spicy then add 2 -3 green chilly as per your
preference

Salt (as per the taste)

Black pepper (iadd mostly for kids as

replacement of green chillies)

Other

50g Chicken (Boneless)

100 gram prawns

100 gram mushroom

100 gram boneless fish (optional)

1 tomato

2/3 chillies (Red/Green)

1/2 Kaffir Lime Leaves

1 fresh lime

100 gram rice noodles and 50 gram

coriender leaves

PREPARATION:

First cut the chicken into thin and small slices

Cut the mushroom, tomato, galangal into thin
slices.

Cut lemongrass into two pieces, cyut red chillies
into half and also take out the center part of kaffir
lime leaves

Then turn on the gas, put paw on it

Than pour water and chicken stock in the pot,
make it boil, after little boil add it lemongrass,
galangal, tomyum paste, Thai chilli paste, 1/2 drop
oil, Mushroom, prawn, tomato, sish souce, fresh
boneless fish (optional).Little Salt (as per taste) then
mak it boil. After 10-12 minutes add 1/2 cup of
evaporated mik and boiled noodles and lime and
chillies.

Then serve it with crispy tofu bits and some 1/2
boiled egg (Optional)

garnish with some fresh coriander leaves.
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BEGUN PODA

HIMANSHU SINGH

[ learnt it from Indian Bollywood celebrity Jackie Shroff,
so | gave it a nickname of "Bidu Begun" #jackieshroff

STEP1 STEP 3

We need «  Roast the Brinjal from step 2 on a pan/ tawa.
« 1 Brinjal Cover it so heating process is done quickly
« 1 tablespoon mustard oil (8-12 min)

«  2green chillies

« 2garlic cloves

« 1 small onion finely chopped
+ Saltto taste

«  Coriander leaves (optional)

STEP2 STEP 2

Make a cut as shown in image 2 & 3 and put Remove the roasted skin of Brinjal.
the garlic cloves in one and green chilliesin - Mash the Brinjal.
the other. «  Mix chopped onion

« Add 1 tablespoon of mustard oil

+ Add salt to taste

«  Garnish with coriander leaves (optional)
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Artist : Dr. Karishma Behera

Title: The passing of time from summer to winter.

Description: Feel the warmth of the sun as a light breeze rustles the leaves and
caresses your face. Then imagine a cold winters evening as you lie in the grass all

huddled up as you admire the starry sky with a warm cup of hot chocolate. All
seasons are meant to be enjoyed for their own unique experiences they bring with
them.



